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our own convenience. We cannot call this war good,
and that evil. War is war, whether carried on in
Asia or in Europe.
Long and careful consideration convinces me
that there are other ways of preventing these Frontier
raids which are less ruthless and at the same time
more effective than punitive expeditions.
The Government of India has begun to realize
this. It has sought to modify the old military methods
of retaliation and to adopt remedial measures. My
criticism would be that the process of change has
been too slow and the constructive policy too
half-hearted.
It will become evident, as the book proceeds, that
the difficulties of the situation, from a military stand-
point, are not left out of sight. There will be no
doctrinaire condemnation of those who, with extra-
ordinary bravery and tenacity, have fulfilled their
duty in the past, hazarding their lives every day in
a thankless task. The argument for a change of
policy will depend rather on world conditions, which
have made the old retaliatory methods of Frontier
defence incompatible with Great Britain's own com-
mitments elsewhere. Put very briefly, the case may
be stated thus: We cannot stand out boldly for
disarmament in Europe while carrying on war in
Asia.
The Indian leaders, with whom I have talked
over this Frontier problem again and again, present
us with a very simple solution. They honestly and
sincerely believe that if the British troops are